
What Standardized Test Scores Really Mean 
 
Standardized test scores show how a student performs on a standardized test at one point in 
time.  Standardized tests give a broad measure of student’s ability regarding a host of different 
assessments.  They provide educators with some insight as to student’s ability to comprehend, 
problem solve or ability to make an educated guess.   
 
Test scores do not show the entire picture of the student.  Test scores do not show which 
students did not have breakfast that day.  They do not show which students didn’t get enough 
sleep or have enough food at dinner the night before.  Test scores don’t show the students who 
are struggling each and every day to keep it together in front of their friends and peers.  They 
also don’t show the student who just didn’t feel 100% or was having a bad day. 
 
So why do we hold our teachers, administrators and schools to such a high-level accountability 
based on standardized test scores? Because legislators have not found a better way to measure 
student growth.  Each year districts are measured and compared with each other based on 
those standardized test scores.  
 
Should we continue to require standardized tests?  Yes, I believe we should but for different 
reasons.  We should use those assessments as a guide to what students need to continue to 
work on and develop mastery.  Test scores should be used by teachers as a tool to identify what 
topics need to be reviewed, taught in depth or just reviewed quickly before moving on.     
 
What should be the focus for teachers, administrators and school board members?  The focus 
needs to be on students!  We need to make sure that each of our students are having their 
basic needs met on a daily basis. We need to make sure that each student has an adult that 
cares about them as an individual when they enter our school doors.  We need to provide every 
student the opportunity to shine as an individual and do their personal best.  That is our focus 
at Genesee Joint Schools!   
 
I am proud to say that our teachers and administrators see more than a number when we look 
into the face of our students, we see potential, innovation, drive and so much more than a 
score will ever show us.   
 
I ask you to keep that in mind when you look at student test scores.  Whether they are high, 
low or in the middle, please look beyond the number…look at the wonderful individual that will 
continue to grow, develop and make a difference in the lives of others. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Dr. Wendy Moore 
Superintendent 
 
 


